BAQG Scrap Exchange
Basic Guidelines

1. Pre-was and press all fabric before beginning.
2. Use only good quality 100% cotton fabric and thread.  Fabric selections should be made according to swatches or the description in the instructions.
3. Use light grey or ecru thread unless otherwise stated in the instructions.
4. Use and exact ¼” seam for your machine.  Measure you blocks and check for size accuracy before trading.  Also check thread tension on sewn block.
5. Sewing test to find your ¼” seam:
Cut a long 1 ½” strip.  Sub cut 3 short strips.  Sew 3 strips side by side.  Press and measure.  Raw edge to raw edge should measure 3 ½” and the middle seam to seam should measure 1”.
6. Press blocks from the back first so the seams are going the correct direction, then press from the front to check for block/point accuracy.
7. Make a sample block first, measure and check point accuracy before cutting all pieces.
8. Trim all excess tips or nubs and clip loose threads. 
9. Do not trim a block down because you may cut off point but use a good ¼” seam.
10. Terminology:  Set-all blocks are alike from the same fabric.  Pinned group-one block from each set.
11. A Pinned Group should have no fabric repeats or no block repeats for maximum variety.
12. One pinned group per person goes to the Guild for the Silent Auction.
13. Label each pinned group with your name and phone number.  Do no use stick labels on fabric.
14. Secure the given number of blocks together – pin or use 2 LARGE basting stitches. Avoid placing pinned groups in individual bags unless otherwise requested (they make dividing the blocks more difficult).
15. Place all labeled pinned groups in a bag and label the outside with your name and number of pinned groups to be traded. 
16. It is ok to make more blocks than the number required by the instructions, but if you do, use different fabrics, and label the fist group #1, and label the second group #2.  Place each group in separate sacks with your name and number traded. The second group does NOT have to be a full group, but each pinned group should still have the correct number of blocks. 
17. Turn in he bag of blocks on or before the due date by placing them in the Scrap Exchange box at Fabrics, Etcetera (571 West Bay Area, Webster).
18. Blocks will be divided before the meeting and will be passed out at the meeting.  If you do not attend the meeting, blocks will be in the same box for you to pick up. 
19. No one is responsible for monitoring the blocks before the meeting because each person can measure his/her own blocks and check for point accuracy.  If you receive blocks that are not acceptable, it is up to you to call the person and make other arrangements.  Blocks can be redone or traded one for one as your private agreement.  So, measure and check your blocks.  Only trade blocks that you would like to receive.  
20.  Your suggestions are welcomed for discussion for future exchanges.  Bring pictures and fabric swatches to the meetings.  Members present at the meetings will discuss and decide what the next trades (blocks and color theme) will be.  Volunteers are welcomed to write instructions, but it is not mandatory.


